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If you would please open your Bibles to Genesis chapter 1. Genesis chapter 1 and we will be looking at verse 27.

Truth. What is truth? If there is truth, can we know it?

We have been looking at truth for few weeks now.

So far we have seen that God is the absolute standard of truth because truth comes from Him. 

And because God has spoken, through His word the Bible, His Son Jesus Christ who lived among us, and now continues to speak through His Holy Spirit we have access to truth.

And because God is the standard, not us, we don’t get to redefine truth to fit our needs. 

We can’t pick and what parts of the Bible we will follow and which we will take a pass, or just make ’em fit our needs.

The truth about sin is that sin is our denying God’s authority, His right to say what is true and His right to expect us to follow His truth. 

Sin is shaking our fists in face of God saying I will define my own truth, I will set my own standard of right and wrong. 

I will be my own authority. I will be the God of my universe.

No, we are to accept and obey God’s truth as He has revealed it, and Himself, to us and we are to proclaim His truth to the world around us.

The greatest of truths that we are to proclaim is that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, lived among us, was crucified on the cross, buried, and on the third day He rose again and is now seated at the right hand of God and all who call upon Him will be saved.

The command to proclaim the gospel message is our purpose both individually and as a church.

The purpose and meaning of life is to bear witness to who God is and the love He offers all who will receive His Son.

The truth is that the family unit has been and is God’s primary means for displaying, proclaiming the kind of relationship God wants to have with us-the gospel.

However, we live in a time where our culture has rejected the biblical definition of “marriage” and “the family”. 

We as a society stand shaking our fists at God saying we know best! 

We define marriage and what is a family. We will say what human sexual relationship are good. 

In the Bible we see family as both the broader sense which includes one extended family and the narrow sense as the union of one man and one woman in matrimony which is normally blessed with one or more natural or adopted children. 

This is not to imply that couples, like Dana and I, who don’t have children are somehow cursed and are not a “real” family. 

In fact let me just say this to our singles and those who are single again.

Singleness is not a curse. You have your extended family and the family of God. And, you have the unique blessing of being able to serve God in a way most married people can not.
In the New Testament some major figures such as John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, and Timothy were unmarried. 

Jesus spoke favorably about “eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:12), and Paul even called celibacy a “gift from God” (1 Corinthians 7:7). 

He further suggested that married people’s interests were divided while the unmarried could devote themselves wholly to the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:32-35). 

What’s more, Jesus taught that in heaven there will be no more marriage, but all will be “like angels in heaven” (Matthew 22:29-30).

Remember, I was 39 when Dana and I got married. If you are single, embrace it, see it as a gift from God. How can you serve God today in a way you couldn’t do if you were married?

And as a single you can show the world around you what it means to be a Godly, wholly devoted follower and bride of Christ looks like.

Let’s look here at Genesis 1:27 “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” 

God created humans in His own image. He created us to proclaim and display the likeness, caricature, and nature of God.

He created mankind, male and female. He created us separate and unique. Equal but not the same. Each with their own unique design and purpose.

It is when we come together, male and female, that we best display the full image of God.

Genesis is the record of how God created the universe and everything in it in six days.

With each successive day God comes to the end of the day and as He looks over what He had created that day and He says “It is good.”

But when He comes to the end of the sixth and final day of creation and the creation of humans God says “It is very good.”

Genesis chapter 1 is the summary statement of creation. Staring in Genesis 2:4 we are given a little more detail, especially regarding the uniqueness of the creation of mankind.

God created the heavens and the earth. On the earth he filled it with plants and animals. Then He created a garden and in the garden He makes Adam, the first human.

God forms Adam out of the dust of the ground, puts him in the garden and tells him to take care of it.

At this point everything is good—very good.

But then let’s look at Genesis 2:18 “Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”

And all the single men, and a few mom’s said amen.

So God makes a “suitable helper”, by design, someone to come along side of him and help him fulfill God’s will and to reflect the image of God. 

This is how God designed it to be, male and female He created them.

Adam was formed out of the dust of the ground, but God takes one of Adam’s ribs to make Eve.

Skip down to Genesis 2:22 “And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.”

There in the garden, God “brought her to the man”. It was God who gave away the first bride.

And listen to Adams response when he saw his new bride.

One look at Eve and he cries out—Woe man!

Look there at Genesis 2:23 “Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 

And then in verse 24 we read: “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” 

This verse sets forth the biblical pattern as it was instituted by God at the beginning of time: one man is united to one woman in matrimony, and the two form one new natural family. 

In this regard, “become one flesh” not only refers to the establishment of one new family but also to the husband and wife’s sexual union leading to the procreation of offspring. 

This, in turn, is in keeping with God’s original command to the first human couple to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion” over all of creation (Genesis 1:28).

These aspects of marriage-- male and female, and the irreplaceable role of male-female relations in reproducing the human race--are part of the original order of creation, and are evident to all human beings from the endless order of nature. 

Today, marriage and the family are regularly viewed as no more than a social convention with a huge reception and lots of gifts. 

Marriage can be entered into and ended by the either partner at will. 

As long as a given marriage relationship meets the needs of both parties is considered advantageous by both sides, the marriage is worth sustaining. 

However, if one or both partners decide that they will be better off by breaking up the marriage and entering into a new, better marital union, nothing can legitimately keep them from pursuing their self-interest, self-realization, and self-fulfillment. 

To be sure, there is talk about the cost of divorce and the toll exerted on the children caught up in the marital separation of their parents, but even such a toll is considered to be worth paying in order to safeguard the most cherished principles of our independent-minded, freedom-worshipping, individual rights-exalting, right to be happy culture. 

If one or both marriage partners want to get out of the marriage, nothing should hold them back, or else the culture’s supreme values--individual choice and libertarian freedom--are not given their due.

By contrast, the Bible makes clear that, at the root, marriage and the family are not human conventions or agreements based merely on a temporary consensus and time-honored tradition. 

Instead, the Bible teaches that family was God’s idea and that marriage is a divine, not merely human, institution. 

The implication of this truth is significant indeed, for this means that humans are not free to renegotiate or redefine marriage and the family in any way they choose but that they are called to preserve and respect what has been divinely instituted. 

This is in keeping with Jesus’ words in Matthew 19:6 where He says when he was asked about: “What therefore God has joined together let not man separate”. 

For this reason, marriage is far more than a human social contract with a buy-out clause and options.
Marriage is a divinely instituted covenant.

In essence, a covenant is a bond between two parties that is established before God as a witness, a pledge whose permanency is ultimately safeguarded by none other than God himself. 

In this sense, marriage is a covenant: it is entered into by the husband and the wife before God as a witness. 

Because it is ultimately God who has joined the marriage partners together, the husband and the wife vow to each other abiding loyalty and fidelity “till death do us part.”

Rightly understood, therefore, a marriage entered into before God involves three persons: a husband, a wife, and God. 

For this reason, it is not self-interest, human advantage, or an unfettered commitment to personal freedom that governs the marriage relationship, but the husband and wife’s joint commitment to conduct their marriage based on God’s design and sovereign plan.

Marriage is a covenant, a sacred bond between a man and a woman instituted by and publicly entered into before God Himself. 

God’s plan for the marriage covenant involves at least the following five vital principles:

(1) The permanence of marriage: Marriage is intended to be permanent, since it was established by God (Matthew 19:6; Mark 10:9). 

Marriage represents a serious commitment that should not be entered into lightly or unadvisedly. 

It involves a solemn promise or pledge, not merely to one’s marriage partner, but before God. 
Divorce is permitted, but only in a very limited number of biblically prescribed circumstances and should always be the last option.

(2) The sacredness of marriage: Marriage is not merely a human agreement between two consenting individuals (a “civil union”); it is a relationship before and under God (Genesis 2:22). 

Hence, a “same-sex marriage” is an oxymoron, a contradiction in terms.

Since Scripture universally condemns homosexual relationships God will never sanction a marital bond between two members of the same sex.

(3) The intimacy of marriage: Marriage is the most intimate of all human relationships, uniting a man and a woman in a “one-flesh” union (Genesis 2:23 -25). 

Marriage involves “leaving” one’s family of origin and “being united” to one’s spouse, which signifies the establishment of a new family unit distinct from the two originating families. 

(Dana - 9/11 Do I go home to my husband, or do I go home time family here in Pittsburgh? 

(4) The mutuality of marriage: Marriage is a relationship of one free self-giving human being to another (Ephesians 5:25-30). 

The marriage partners are to be first and foremost concerned about the wellbeing of the other person and to be committed to each other in steadfast love and devotion. 

This involves the need for forgiveness and restoration of the relationship in the case of sin. 



Mutuality, however, does not mean sameness in role. Scripture is clear that wives are to submit to their husbands and to serve as their “suitable helpers,” while husbands are to bear the ultimate responsibility for the marriage before God (Ephesians 5:22-24; Colossians 3:18; see also Genesis 2:18, 20).

(5) The exclusiveness of marriage: Marriage is not only permanent, sacred, intimate, and mutual; it is also exclusive (Genesis 2:22-25; 1 Corinthians 7:2-5). 

This means that no other human relationship must interfere with the marriage commitment between husband and wife. Not even one’s own child.

Because of the exclusive nature of marriage, Jesus treated sexual immorality of a married person, including even a husband’s lustful thoughts, with utmost seriousness (Matthew 5:28; 19:9). 

For the same reason, premarital sex is also illegitimate, since it violates the exclusive claims of one’s future spouse. 

God established marriage and family as part of His created order. God then has the right and authority to define what is and is not marriage.

The Supreme Court passed a ruling a few weeks ago saying gay couples had a constitutional right to marry. 

They may join together in a civil union but this is not marriage in God’s eyes.  It’s sin.

The Supreme Court may say they can marry, but the Supreme Being says no.
 
Homosexuality is opposed to God’s created order ad purposes in that it violates the divine will for marriage to be between one man and one woman. 

As Genesis 2:24 stipulates, “A man [masculine] shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife [feminine], and the two shall become one flesh.” 

A union between one man one woman is the only possible arrangement for marriage, as the Creator has commanded and expects married couples to “be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth” (Genesis 1:28). 

Look. The Bible is clear. Any sexual activity, outside of the confines of a marriage, as God’s defines marriage is sin. Period, end of discussion.

Whether it is, lust, pornography, heterosexual or homosexual acts its sin.

I want to emphasis that word “act”. Being a homosexual, that is attracted to people of the same sex, is not more a sin then being a heterosexual. 

So long as you don’t act on those attractions whether in the form of lust or the actual act itself.

But some might say that’s not fair. How can God expect me to not act on my desires?

First of God is God and you are not. He and He along gets to say what is right and what is wrong.

Secondly just because you desire something doesn’t mean you should have it. Just walk through the checkout line at Walmart with a six year old.

“No! Put that back. You don’t need it.”

Desire is not our God…is it? No our desires must submit to God’s word and His authority. We have to trust that He really does know what is best for us.

There is this wonderful story in Numbers chapter 11. The people of Israel have been wondering around in the dessert eating manna that God had provided.
They became dissatisfied and board with the manna. So they wanted meat. The desire for meat was overwhelming. The God give them what they want. 

Because they had not desires the bread that God had provide, but desired other food God said in verse 20 I will give you what you want “until it comes out at your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you.”

God is God and my desires are not.

Many of those who are advocates of gay marriage will try to say that the Bible never outright forbids it. In fact I have heard some say that the Bible doesn’t even use the word “homosexual”. 

They’re right, the Bible was written some 2000 years and since the English word for homosexual was first used in a publication in 1892.

The Bible does refer to homosexual acts and it clearly calls them sin.

But here again, I will be the God of my universe. I say what is right and what is not. I will do my own thing.

God didn’t really say that in His word. Oh that that really means something else. Beside a good God is not going to withhold something good will He?

Truly, there is nothing new under the Sun.

Bottom line. Marriage, as defined by God, expressed through creation, nature and His word as a union between one man and one woman. Any sexual relationship outside of marriage is sin. 

We must, as Christians, be role models to the world to our children and the next generation what marriage and family are in God’s eyes!

Our family unit is God’s means of displaying the kind of relationship God wants to have with the lost world.

[bookmark: _GoBack]When a husband, wife, and children all fulfill their God-appointed roles in the family, when they have all committed their lives to Christ and to His service, then peace and harmony will reign in the home.

But is we try to have a good Christian family without Christ as Head, or without following biblical principles from his word we will fail.

Safe guard your family, keep God the center of your home. 
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